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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 7th MARCH 2019 AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 

GRANGE PARK. 

 

Present:  Cllrs M Smith (Ch), J Davies, M Wilson, R Knott ,S Allen and A Millerchip     

 

Attending:   Mrs Tracy Sampson (Parish Clerk), County Councillor M Clarke and District Councillor A Grant  

 

19/33  Public Questions 

 

  None 

 

    

19/34  County/District Councillors Report  

  

  34.1 County Councillor Michael Clarke gave the following report: 

 

• Agreed a budget for 2019/20 will target investment into adults ‘facilities and children’s homes , to 

provide better support for some of the county’s most vulnerable people , while at the same time drive 

more cost-effective ways of delivering services.  

 

A 4.99% Council Tax increase will retain the Council’s position as having one of the lowest tax rates in 

the country, while providing increased financial sustainability.  

 

• All further updates can be viewed at 

 https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/news/council-news/Pages/default.aspx 

 

  34.2 District Councillor A Grant gave the following report:  

• Set alongside its 2019/20 Business Plan, SNC approved a budget of £14.6million to deliver services to 

the 36,067 households in the district; including waste and recycling, street cleaning, planning, housing, 

economic growth and leisure services. 

• That equates to £191.33 for the average Band D home, up from £185.78 in 2018/19 and an increase of 

just over 10p a week. 

The following report has been sent by District Councillor A Sadygov:  

 

 Where are we now?  

***you can read more static news and follow the updates through my Blog***  

https://cllradilsadygov.com/  

BUDGET 2019/20  

In the recent months, we have started seeing fruits of our labour. Being triumphant would be wrong but staying 

silent about this great, achievement would not be right either.  

The budget gap has decreased from £60m down to almost £2m. Reviews, discussions, scrutiny meetings, 

individuals and groups, all contributed to the process to ensure “Balanced Budget” becomes a reality.  

Proposals to transform services and increase financial stability have been agreed by Councillors at 

Northamptonshire County Council starting a new chapter for public services in the county.  

The agreed budget will target investment into adults’ facilities and children’s homes, to provide better support 

for some of the county’s most vulnerable people, while at the same time drive more cost-effective ways of 

delivering services.  

A 4.99% Council Tax increase will retain the Council’s position as having one of the lowest tax rates in the 

country, while providing increased financial sustainability for any new unitary councils which may be created in 

the county.  Leader of the Council Cllr Matt Golby described the budget, and the latest financial reports showing 

the organisation closing in on a balanced budget in the current year, as a turnaround point in the Council’s 

fortunes.  
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Cllr Golby said:  

“For the last year it has become customary for the words Northamptonshire County Council to be associated 

with crisis. That has now changed. Our new cabinet and leadership team together with the Secretary of State’s 

Commissioners have spearheaded this change and we need to look at the facts. We are closing in on balancing 

this year’s budget which at one point stood at a £64.2m challenge and was immense. We have just agreed a 

budget for next year which balances, and has at its heart a commitment to transform services to make them more 

cost-effective rather than simply cutting them and responds directly to the concerns people raised with us 

through the consultation period. Of course the budget also includes a 4.99% rise in Council Tax and we did not 

take this decision lightly. While not many people welcome a rise in their bills it is important to put this into 

context. For the majority of people in this county t will mean a rise of between 75p and £1 a week. Even with the 

increase Northamptonshire will be the second lowest charging like-for-like County Council in the whole 

country.”  

The budget includes investment in Adult Social Care centres and homes to provide new accommodation and 

services for older people, those with learning disabilities and mental health requirements to increase capacity and 

therefore reduce the reliance on costly external placements.  

It also signals investment in Children’s Services to build in-house provision including increasing occupancy at 

the council’s own residential homes to reduce the cost of using external service providers.  

Cllr Golby said: “Whilst we acknowledge the challenges we will face over the next year, we will build on the 

hard work and progress we’ve made over the past twelve months. Today’s budget delivers for the county’s most 

vulnerable. It delivers in bringing greater financial security. And it delivers in drawing a line under a very 

troubled time for this organisation, paving a way to a brighter future.”  

 At the last Full Council meeting I spoke against the proposal for Rail Freight close to J15 and, along with Cllr 

Brown, has asked the Council members for their support. The council has supported the idea of addressing the 

Secretary of State with a letter to oppose the rail interchange projects.  

 

You can read more on it here: https://www.northamptonchron.co.uk/news/county-council-to-oppose-rail-

interchange-projects-in-letter-to-secretary-of-state-1-

8831502?fbclid=IwAR3srSAHrc7r9ujTyb0dh66XtS9J7Jd43y77iswk8Sq3e2lCmALlBQOfHnY  

There is still a lot of talk around the Unitary Process and we are hoping for the merger to go ahead as planned  

 

 

19/35  Apologies for Absence  

 

35.1 Due to work/sickness and personal commitments the following apologies were received and accepted: Parish 

Councillors P Sansom, N Stansfield , D Harris, M Aluko, District Councillor A Sadygov.  

            

19/36  Declaration of Members Interest  

 

  36.1 There were no Declarations of Members Interest received.  

 

19/37  Minutes of the Council Meeting on the 7th February 2019    

 

37.1  The Parish Council agreed and approved the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 7th February  2019 and 

signed them as a true record.  

 

37.2 There were no matters arising. 

 

19/38  Co-option of Two Parish Councillors.  

 

  Two candidates applied for the post of co-opted Parish Councillor within Grange Park Parish Council.  The  

  following candidates were approved and duly co-opted: M Hobbs and J Bainbridge.   It was noted that they need to  

go into the Parish Office and sign the relevant forms: Acceptance of Office, Code of Conduct and Register of Interest.  

 

19/39  Chairman’s Report     

 

39.1 No Chairman’s Report. 

 

19/40  Parish Clerk’s Report 

  

  40.1 No Clerk’s report  

   

40.2 The Clerk reported that she is waiting for a response from SNC regarding a designated Neighbourhood Plan 

Officer in order to proceed to the first stage.    Action: Parish Clerk  
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19/41  Finance  

 

41.1 The Parish Council approved the accounts that had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting 

(Hardcopies were available at the meeting).   

 

41.2 The Parish Council agreed that as from the 1st March 2019 only Parish Council assets valued at more than £100 

will be put on the asset register.  

 

41.3 The Parish Council approved the Financial Regulations and no amendments were made  

 

41.4 The Parish Council updated the Standing Order to include the formation of the HR Committee under Section 19 

  

 

  

24.3 A copy of the Internal Audit was circulated to all Councillors prior the meeting. There were no 

recommendations to report.  

 

24.4 The Chairman confirmed that he had completed all internal control checks on the financial records up to the end 

of the year (December 2018).  There were no issues to report  

 

19/25  Planning, Highways and Transportation   

  

  25.1 No planning applications received.  

     

  25.2 No planning approval or refusal decision notices were received.  

  

  25.3 It was noted that a letter from the Council had been sent to the owner of the motorboat within Wake Way taking  

him up on the offer to do the following:  

  

• For the motorboat to be re-sited to the driveway 

• For the mast to be taken down 

• To cover the motor boat. 
 

The Council were happy that the above measures had taken place and therefore no further action is required.  

 
  25.4 It was noted that a Public Planning Consultation meeting had taken place on Monday 4th February regarding the  

proposed development of 330 dwellings at land south of Grange Park.  A feedback meeting has been scheduled  

for Thursday 28th February with Manor Oak Homes.    

 

  25.5 It was noted for information only that South Northants Council Local Plan Part 2 was submitted to the Secretary  

of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government for Examination along with supporting documents, 

on 22 January 2019. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19/26   Community Centre, Foxfield & Bowling Green  

 

26.1  The Café/Bar Manager sent the following report:  

• Gin/Karaoke Night had proved once again to be popular and well attended.  The sales on the night were £872.90 

minus cost 199.48 making a profit of £673.42. The most popular drink being Raspberry Gin. 

• New menus have been designed and circulated  

• A kitchen refurbishment is currently being looked at so that a wider selection of food can be sold. 

• March Event is ‘BINGO NIGHT’. Date to be advised  

• Preparation are being looked at for the end of school Easter Party  

• Additional staff have been recruited  
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• The Café/Bar is opening to serve hot drinks after the Community Litter Pick on the 3rd March from 11.30-1pm  

26.2 No report from the Youth Club  

 

19/27  Community Events  

 

  Following an Event working group meeting, the dates below were agreed:   

 

  Summer Fest  -  Saturday 29th June 2019  Cllr R Knott agreed to take a Lead in this event   

Firework Display Saturday 2nd November (if postponed due to weather conditions the alternative date is 9th 

Nov).  

  Christmas Fayre  Saturday 7th December 2019  

 

 

19/28  Human Resources Committee (Chairman Councillor J Davies)  

 

28.1 It was noted that a meeting needs to be scheduled to discuss any staffing issues. 

         Action: Parish Clerk 

19/29  Environment (Inc Allotments & Contract 5)  

 

  29.1 Activity Sheets were circulated prior to the meeting outlining all landscaping issues around the Parish.  

 

  29.2 The Chairman expressed concern about the tree management within our Parish.  It was noted that for insurance  

purposes the Council needs to show due diligence.  It was therefore agreed that the Parish Council would  

formulate a tree policy and seek a specialist tree surgeon to do a survey.  The Parish Clerk was asked to contact  

the Wake Estate and ask them for some contact details.  Action: Parish Clerk  

 

  29.3 It was noted that Julie Bainbridge from the Bertie Bottle scheme has organised the Community Litter Pick on  

Sunday 3rd March 2019.  All posters and risk assessments have been circulated.  The Café Bar was agreed to  

open on the day from 11.30-1pm and a complimentary drink offered on the first event.  Action: Parish Clerk  

 

  29.4 The Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting with the management team of the Allotments with  

Regards to recent vandalism.  It was agreed that the Chairman/Clerk of the Council would attend a separate  

meeting with the Treasurer/Chairman of the Allotments to discuss future costs/maintenance etc.  

        Action: Parish Clerk     

29.5 A meeting took place with Marcus Young our litter/dog bin contractor about the emptying of these facilities next 

year.  It was agreed as per the Council’s instructions that the dog bins only will get emptied twice a week within 

the summer period (April until September).  All other facilities will remain as normal with a once a week cycle.  

 

29.6 The Parish Council’s solicitors have sent a message to both SNC/Shoosmiths who represent Barratts requesting 

the amendments are made to the transfer documents:  The Parish Clerk was asked to look into the matter.  

         Action: Parish Clerk  

29.7 It was noted the Cllr A Millerchip is liaising with a member of staff from Amazon regarding the parking issues 

with commercial vans using the co-op car parking facilities.  An update report has been sent to all councillors 

prior to this meeting  

 

29.8 It was agreed to delegate the Chairman of the Council to seek more information on the signing up of the new 

initiative from SNC to join a combined country wide CCTV.  Action: Cllr Smith  

29.9 The Council agreed the following:  

 

 To ask the Woodland Trust for a free pack of tree species to be planted within Lark Lane.  The Council 

delegated Cllr M Wilson to progress with the project.   Action: Cllr M Wilson  

 

 It was noted that Bellway as land owners have agreed to this project.   

 

19/30  Communication & Social Media    

 

It was noted that a events calendar has been circulated and will be put on social media and our website.  
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19/31  Correspondence 

 

  31.1 All items of correspondence have been included on the agenda.  

 

 

19/32             Date of the Next Meeting  

 

32.1     It was noted that the next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 7th March 2019 at 7.30pm  

in the Small Hall at the Community Centre.   

 

There being no further business the Chairman Closed the meeting at 20.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

List of Actions  

 

Minute 
Ref: 

Action By Whom 

24.2 To send Grant monies to first response  Parish Clerk  

28.1 To arrange an HR Committee Meeting  Parish Clerk  

29.2 Tree Survey – to contact Wake Estate Parish Clerk  

29.3 Litter Pick on Sunday 3rd March  Parish Clerk  

29.4 To arrange a meeting to discuss future costs and 
maintenance  

 

29.6 Oval Transfer Documents Parish Clerk  

29.8 CCTV new initiative at SNC Cllr M Smith  

29.9 To obtain some trees from the Woodland Trust Cllr M Wilson  

   

   

 


