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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4th APRIL 2019 AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, 

GRANGE PARK. 

 

Present:  Cllrs M Smith (Ch), M Wilson, R Knott, S Allen, A Millerchip, P Sansom, N Stansfield, M Aluko 

J Bainbridge and M Hobbs     

 

Attending:   Mrs Tracy Sampson (Parish Clerk), Mrs Katie Sansom (Café/Bar Manager) and District Councillor A Grant  

 

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed our two new co-opted councillors Julie Bainbridge and Michelle Hobbs  

 

19/51  Public Questions 

 

  Local residents joined the meeting to express concern about agenda item 63.6:   

To add a multi coloured polycarbonate/perspex flat roof to create a fun colourful rain shelter at the  

pergola by Woodland View Playpark. 

They were concerned by doing the above works that it would cause additional anti-social behaviour which has 

consistently occurred over the years. The Chairman thanked them for attending and it was noted that the Council would 

discuss this later in the meeting.  The Parish Clerk would let them know the outcome.   

19/52  County/District Councillors Report  

  

  52.1 District Councillor gave the following report:  

• Residents of South Northampton shire will be receiving replacement Council Tax bills in the next week or so 

after the originals were issued with incorrect figures. It was noted that around 36,000 bills landed on doormats 

around the district, but due to human error the figures were calculated incorrectly. 

• A Committee has been set up the Shadow Authority which will then be tasked with delivering the new unitary 

authority for West Northampton shire. The Joint Committee will look to set up Task and Finish Groups to 

undertake several of the necessary pieces of work including recruitment of interim senior staff and design of a 

new draft constitution for the Shadow Authority. 

   

19/53  Apologies for Absence  

 

53.1 Due to work/sickness and personal commitments the following apologies were received and accepted: Parish 

Councillors D Harris, J Davies.  

 

 It was noted that due to personal circumstances that Cllr D Harris will take an extended Leave of Absence for 

two months.  All Councillors approved.  

            

19/54  Declaration of Members Interest  

 

  54.1 There were no Declarations of Members Interest received.  

 

19/55  Minutes of the Council Meeting on the 7th March 2019    

 

55.1  The Parish Council agreed and approved the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 7th March 2019 and 

signed them as a true record.  

 

55.2 There were no matters arising. 
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19/56  Chairman’s Report     

 

56.1 No Chairman’s Report. 

 

19/57  Parish Clerk’s Report 

  

  57.1 No Clerk’s report  

   

57.2 It was noted that the Parish has submitted a letter/application to South Northants Council for the designation of a 

Neighbourhood Area under Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  The purpose of the 

application is to enable the Parish Council to undertake neighbourhood planning, and to prepare a 

Neighbourhood Plan, for the area covered by the Civil Parish of Grange Park.  

 

19/58  Finance  

 

58.1 The Parish Council approved the accounts that had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting 

(Hardcopies were available at the meeting).   

 

58.2 The Parish Council agreed to submit three applications to the New Homes Bonus Scheme Committee for the 

following projects: Electronic front doors at the Community Centre, to tarmac the ramp to the Community 

Centre car park , to look at a better surface for the paths at Foxfield and to refurbish/replace the main hall 

flooring.  The Parish Clerk was asked to obtain quotes and submit the applications.  

         Action: Parish Clerk   

 

58.3 After a brief discussion the Parish Council decided to have a procedure and application forms for Charity groups 

within the Parish to submit a Grant request.  The Parish Clerk was asked to formulate the appropriate paperwork 

and circulate it via email to all Councillors seeking their approval.  Once approved, to be circulated to all groups 

and advertised on social media.      Action: Parish Clerk   

 

58.4 The Parish Council agreed to send Cllr A Millerchip to a basic tree inspection and surveying course at Leicester 

on 17th September 2019 at a cost of £252 including VAT.  The Parish Clerk was asked to organise. 

         Action: Parish Clerk   

 

58.5 The Parish Council agreed to accept the quote of approx. £23k to refurbish all of the washrooms within the 

Community Centre.  The builders will commence and complete works over the Easter Holidays.   

 

 

19/59  Planning, Highways and Transportation   

  

  59.1 No planning applications received.  

     

  59.2 No planning approval or refusal decision notices were received.  

   

  

19/60   Community Centre, Foxfield & Bowling Green  

 

60.1  The Café/Bar Manager gave a verbal update on the following:  

• End of Year Finances to be circulated once the accountant has approved as a true record  

• Easter Party: Entertainment – Assault course with full supervision A wristband will be available £5 each or 

£1.00 a ticket, Spiderman meet and greet, £1 for a photo, face painting, hot dogs, no BBQ as not enough 

volunteers.  Mother Daughter Easter cupcakes.  Jugs of Pimm’s.  

• Cocktails and Karaoke Night/Gin Night – Always a very popular event which I know Councillors are keen 

to hold on a monthly basis so hopefully we can achieve this, but this will be reliant on staff, the next event 

has already been posted on Facebook.  

• Afternoon Tea – date to be confirmed  

• Extended opening hours – to be advertised in May  

• School Holiday – select open days for food and coffees 

• Pay increase to all staff as from April 1st – due to the increase of the National Wage.  
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60.2 The Chairman of the Council reported that the behaviour problems in the men’s toilets has not stopped.  The  

leaders therefore decided that they would close the Youth Club for six weeks until 2nd May 2019.  It was  

also noted that if any of the Councillors have some spare time on a Thursday night the Youth Club are  

always looking for Volunteers.  

 

60.3 The Parish Council approved the proposal to install some children’s activities outside adjacent to the small hall.  

This is going to be funded by Grange Park Pre-School.  The Parish Clerk was asked to re-iterate that future  

maintenance would be their responsibility.  

 

19/61  Community Events  

 

61.1 Cllr R Knott gave an update on the preparation of the Summer Fest and asked Councillors if they would be able 

to help at the event (Saturday 29th June) and see if they can generate some raffle prizes.  It was agreed that we 

would keep the format as in previous years with the BBQ and selling of refreshments.  All members were asked 

if they could give any recommendations to Cllr Knott on obtaining some farm animals/meerkats for the day.  

Action: All Members  

   

It was also agreed that the ‘ASH DASH RUN’ would take place again this year and Cllr Hobbs agreed that she 

would arrange this event.  Free bottles of water will be provided by the Parish Council.  

 

  61.2 Cllr R Knott reported that he had circulated some terms of reference regarding the purchase/use/installation of a  

bouncy castle.  It was agreed to ask the Parish Council to speak to the caretaking staff regarding the logistics of  

storage/cleaning and being able to transport it between both sites.  Action: Parish Clerk  

 

19/62  Human Resources Committee (Chairman Councillor J Davies)  

 

62.1 It was noted that the HR Committee meeting was held on April 1st and Minutes of the meeting will be circulated 

for information.         Action: Parish Clerk 

 

19/63  Environment (Inc Allotments & Contract 5)  

 

  63.1 The following Environmental Issues were discussed:  

 

• It was noted that the fencing at Lark Lane had been replaced by Councillors giving up their Sunday 

morning and taking on the task.  The Chairman of the Council thanked the Councillors for giving up 

their free time.  

• Cllr Millerchip reported that he had completed an Environmental Walk and there were only small 

issues to report. Moss under benches needed to be sprayed and some fencing needs replacing at 

Foxfield Country Park by the entrance at Badger Lane.  

63.2 After a brief discussion the Council agreed to change the litter picking frequency on the Contract 5 schedule of 

works to twenty-six.  It was also agreed that Cllrs Millerchip/Stansfield would examine the schedule in more 

detail and put some of the items in Additional Works so that this must receive prior agreement before works can 

commence.   A more detailed approach will take place on the Contract with a spreadsheet being completed on a 

monthly basis.      Action: Cllrs Millerchip/Stansfield/Parish Clerk   

 

  63.3 Cllr J Bainbridge updated the Council on the format of the Community Litter Pick organised for Sunday 7 th  

April 2019.  Cllr Millerchip had identified some ‘hot spot’ areas and these details have been circulated.  It was  

noted that the café/bar will be open from 11-1.30pm to serve refreshments after the litter pick.  The event has  

been advertised on social media.  

 

63.4 It was noted (for information only) that to speed up the legal transfer of the Oval, Barrat Homes have now  

changed solicitors from Shoosmiths to Shakespeare’s 

 

63.5 The Parish Council approved the cost (£3k) associated with the commissioning of a tree survey within the 

Parish.  The Parish Clerk was requested to instruct the contractor.  Action: Parish Clerk   

 



 

22 

 

 

63.6 The Parish Council considered the following proposal  

 
 To add a multi coloured polycarbonate/perspex flat roof to create a fun colourful rain shelter at the  

pergola by Woodland View Playpark. 

The Parish Council agreed that due to the concerns raised by local residents that as it serves no purpose the 

pergola would be removed.  The Parish Clerk was asked if this task can be completed by the caretaking staff.  
 

19/64  Communication & Social Media    

 

64.1 Cllr Sansom reported on the statistics of visitors to the website and updating the Council on the most popular 

pages.  It was also agreed that it would be nice to have individual Bio of all Councillors.  

          Action: All Councillors 

 

64.2  It was agreed that the Parish Council would advertise on social media for a Good Neighbour Scheme co-

Ordinator in order for the scheme to progress.     Action: Parish Clerk  

 

19/65  Correspondence 

 

  65.1 All items of correspondence have been included on the agenda.  

 

 

19/66  Exclusion to the press and Public   

  
Cllr R Knott informed the meeting that a payment plan had been agreed and that all outstanding payments have now been 

received from the hirer.  The situation will be monitored. 

 

19/67                   Date of the Next Meeting  

 

67.1     It was noted that the next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 2nd May 2019 at 7.30pm  

in the Small Hall at the Community Centre.  The first part of the meting with be the Annual Meeting of the  

Council 

 

There being no further business the Chairman Closed the meeting at 22.10pm. 

 

List of Actions  

 

Minute 
Ref: 

Action By Whom 

58.2 Submit New Home Bonus application  Parish Clerk  

58.3 Grant Procedure application  Parish Clerk  

58.4 To book Cllr A Millerchip on Tree Course Parish Clerk  

61.1 Summer Fest Information All Councillors  

61.2 Bouncy Castle – ask caretaking staff Parish Clerk  

62.1 Circulate HR Committee Minutes Parish Clerk  

63.2 Update Contract 5 Schedule of Works  Parish Clerk  

63.5 Instruct Contractor to proceed with tree survey Parish Clerk  

64.1 Councillors to send Bio to Cllr P Sansom for website All Councillors  

64.2 Advertise on social media – Good Neighbour Scheme Parish Clerk  

 

  


